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Introduction: What an essay is?

Definition

An essay is a short piece of writing on a particular subject.

Writing an academic essay means fashioning a coherent set of
ideas into an argument. Because essays are essentially linear, –they
offer one idea at a time–, they must present their ideas in the order
that makes most sense to a reader. Successfully structuring an
essay means attending to a reader’s logic.
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The structure

So the body of the essay relay in the information that the readers
needs and the order in which they need to receive it.
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Common structures

The most common estructure for an essay is:

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

Nevertheless, this sections could include as much subsections as
author needs.
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General advice

Start early: The author must start early the essay. This gives
the opportunity to draft and redraft your essay.

Collecting the material: It is important to get the right
information. Thus author must run to the library, books,
interview someone or everything that he needs.

Keep a notebook: Author must write down ideas,
discussions, quotations or examples. If don’t the author
probably forget them.

Record your sources: Failure to do this will result in wasted
time relooking for information, lost of information and some
times frustration.

–[1]–
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Plagiarism
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Plagiarism V.S. Citation

The author is doing plagiarism when you copy material from
sources, either using the original text or your own words, without
correctly acknowledging these sources.

If the author does not cite, the author is stealing other people’s
work and ideas

You will learn how to do citation further [2]
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How to start?

You must first start with a blank page ;),

then you should make an outline about your essay,

Just write don’t worry about spelling and style,

Try to do your first essay in small cards, or literally, cut and
paste ideas (paragraphaps);

and try to group your ideas in to a introduction, a middle and
conclusion.
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The thesis

Definition

A thesis is a statement or theory that is put forward as a premise
to be maintained or proved.[3]

Definition

A hypothesis is a supposition or proposed explanation made on
the basis of limited evidence as a starting point for further
investigation[3]
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Statement the thesis

The thesis is the backbone of your essay[4], thus you must
need a good question to answer,

you must avoid a thesis that’s too simplistic,

state your thesis in a sentences or two, then write another
sentence to explain why it’s important to make that claim[5];

and the thesis statement should be in the introduction section.
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Introduction

The introduction is the first contact with the reader, thus the
author must provide the next information:

1 An introduction should contain some comment on the topic of
the essay,

2 perhaps definitions are needed,

3 also state which aspects of the topic you intend to deal with
and why,

4 remember you are not writing a book, so you need to select a
few main arguments to support your answer to the question;

5 and your introduction should consist of a guide to the essay
giving the reader a clear idea of what will follow
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The body of the essay

1 The body of the essay will take each of these main points and
develop them with examples and illustrations, using clearly
defined paragraphs.

2 This is where you will need to think about the structure of
your essay and make sure you follow a clear path through to
your conclusion.
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The conclusion

1 Your conclusion will summarise your main ideas.

2 It might also be appropriate to give a firm or tentative answer
to the question.

3 Or you may have chosen a question where you need to
suggest wider implications, or future trends.

4 You could also suggest areas worthy of further consideration.

5 It is in this section that you can introduce your own views - as
long as they are based on the arguments you have developed
earlier.
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